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TEXT:  Haggai 1:2-14 
THEME:  LET’S BUILD HIS CHURCH 

1. Listen to the Voice of God 
2. To God’s Pleasure and Glory 

 

This is what the LORD Almighty says:  "These people say, 'The time has 
not yet come for the LORD's house to be built.'"  
 
Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai:  "Is it a 
time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this 
house remains a ruin?"  
 
Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your 
ways.  You have planted much, but have harvested little.  You eat, but 
never have enough.  You drink, but never have your fill.  You put on 
clothes, but are not warm.  You earn wages, only to put them in a purse 
with holes in it."  
 
 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your 
ways.  Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the 
house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored," says the LORD.  
"You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought 
home, I blew away.  Why?" declares the LORD Almighty. "Because of my 
house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own 
house.  Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew 
and the earth its crops.  I called for a drought on the fields and the 
mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the oil and whatever the ground 
produces, on men and cattle, and on the labor of your hands."  
 
Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest, and the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the LORD 
their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the LORD 
their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD.  
 
Then Haggai, the LORD 's messenger, gave this message of the LORD to 
the people: "I am with you," declares the LORD.  So the LORD stirred up 
the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the 
spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the 
whole remnant of the people.  They came and began to work on the 
house of the LORD Almighty, their God.  NIV84 
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Dear People of God, 
 
Does the Tower of Pisa in Italy lean because of the unstable subsoil or because the 
builders did not follow the exact plans of the architect?  It’s a good thing the laborers 
followed the blueprints and listened to the architects and supervisors when they 
erected the Sears Tower, now the Willis Tower, in Chicago! 
 
Long ago the Jewish returnees listened as well.  They had had to live as exiles for 
70 years in Babylon—now Iraq—as a consequence of their sinful idolatry.  But now 
the Lord had brought them back to Judah where they had to rebuild their homes, 
businesses, and the temple of the Lord.  However, they neglected the Lord’s temple 
and worked on their own houses first.  This did not please God so he sent a drought 
and crop failure.  Well, all the people of Jerusalem listened and took to heart God’s 
warning through the prophet Haggai and returned to work on the temple.  They put 
aside being afraid of their enemies and upgrading their homes.  Workers resumed 
quarrying and logging to furnish materials for the temple reconstruction project.  
After Haggai delivered his message, work resumed in earnest.  No doubt it was the 
Lord who stirred up their spirit and determination. 
 
The Holy Spirit, through his gospel messengers today, also empowers and 
encourages us to build his church.  Our prophets—our pastors and teachers—are 
leaders who, by God’s grace, faithfully preach and teach law and gospel.  They warn 
us of such sins as materialism, selfishness, and indifference.  They too encourage 
us to give careful thought to all we do.  Most important, our pastors and teachers 
point us to Jesus our Savior, who gave his all to save us from death and hell.  Listen 
to them as God speaks through them. 
 
Thank the Lord for our leaders.  Pray for them that they will faithfully guide us in 
following his plans for our salvation and for our lives, including participation in his 
building project.  Our leaders are God’s representatives, our “on-site supervisors” if 
you will.  He has called and sent them to us.  May it always be said of Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and School:  They “obeyed the voice of the LORD 

their God.” 
 
The Lord provided the Israelites with stone and wood, and the tools as well, to 
rebuild the temple for his glory.  Even more richly he has provided you and me with 
special materials and tools for our tasks.  He has poured out on us an abundance of 
the gifts we need to support the renovation of our places of worship and teaching:  
new roofs at the main and north campus, new floors at the main campus and south 
campus, as well as new heating and cooling systems.  CUE 21—Even more 
importantly, he has given us gifts here at Trinity to take part in the urgent work of 
building the holy Christian church—urgent because there are countless lost 
“stones”—souls—in the world needing to be placed into his church.  As Peter wrote:  
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“you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house” (1 Peter 
2:5).  The tools with which he richly blesses us for this work are his Word and 
sacraments and they are right here each week.  May our church building renovation 
and our proclamation of the law and gospel always be to the glory of our God! 
 
But sinful humans seldom build for the glory of God.  If you travel, you might see 
structures erected to the glory of man:   the Great Pyramid of Cheops in Egypt, the 
Tomb of Lenin in Moscow.  Those famous men are gone.  “All men are like grass, 
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field” (1 Peter 1:24), Peter was 
inspired to write. 
 
Eternally alive is our Creator.  The blessed Trinity is our Creator.  The blessed Holy 
Trinity wants to be honored above all, as the First Commandment makes clear.  So 
130 years ago, believers here in Bay City erected a church and gave that 
community of believers the name Trinity.  We have kept that name and tried to 
always do and give our best for our Triune God.  This gives glory to the One who 
most richly deserves it, especially for sending Jesus, who has saved us from eternal 
shame, destruction, and torment. 
 
Haggai told the leaders of the returnees:  “Bring down timber and build.”  They 
had forgotten to work for the Lord’s glory.  Instead, they were busy paneling their 
own houses with cedar wood.  They wanted their neighbors to praise them for their 
wealth and creativity rather than seeing God’s glory in a building they might erect for 
him. 
 
Whether our brothers and sisters in another land erect a mud-block church with a 
grass roof or we put up a ten million dollar church with stained glass windows and a 
magnificent pipe organ, our aim is not “to keep up with” our neighbors’ churches.  
We seek to please and glorify our merciful Lord by providing a place where his 
people can be blessed through his Word and sacraments.  Surely Paul’s advice 
applies to us here:  “Do it all for the glory of God” (1 Cor 10:31).    
 
Let us not forget our other temples, our bodies.  Our God lives within each of us 
believers.  He wants us to honor him by the manner in which we use this humble 
temple of the Holy Spirit.  As Paul wrote:  “I urge you, brothers [and sisters], in 
view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God” (Romans 12:1). 
 
In what temple does our God take the greatest pleasure?  Surely it is in his holy Christian 
church, the gathering of all true believers.  In order that more souls may be added to it, we 
must busy ourselves with assisting in building this glorious spiritual structure.  We will talk 
to relatives, friends, and neighbors about our Savior.  We will pray for mission workers.  We 
will gladly give generous offerings.  Such kingdom work is pleasing to God and an honor to 
our Savior.  Amen.                  NICENE CREED 
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Prayer of the Church—For National Unity 
 

Dear Lord, ruler of us all, we give you thanks for the blessings you have so 
richly given our nation for over 200 years.  We are especially grateful for living 
in a nation where we can worship you as we please.  In this time of bitter 
partisan politics, heal our nation by causing us to focus on the things that unite 
us instead of the things that divide us.  Make us, as your people, more mature 
through your Word so we realize that others who hold different political views 
from ours are not necessarily wrong or evil.  And regardless of the outcome of 
the fall elections, we praise your name, Lord of the nations, for the fact that we 
do not have to be fearful of our government, because you are the Lord of all.  
Bless our dear country for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
 
 


